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Jane Brown   
 
Born: Kuwait. Lives and works in Melbourne, Australia 
 

Jane Brown’s exquisitely composed landscapes and interiors are characterised by atmospheres of 
seduction and melancholy. Carefully observed scenes from around the world hold a distinct anthropological 
charge, exploring absence, chance and the materiality of time. Every photograph has been meticulously 
hand printed and deliberately composed. The era is indeterminable, as Brown’s contemporary scenes are 
filtered through an analogue lens.  – Stills Gallery, Sydney, Australia, 2017 
 
 
Solo Exhibitions 
 
2018 Sporting Country, Arts West, University of Melbourne 
2017  Black Ships, Riddoch Gallery, Mt Gambier, South Australia 
2017  Sporting Country, Stills Gallery, Sydney 
2017  Black Ships, Horsham Regional Art Gallery, Victoria 
2016  Black Ships, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne   
2016  The Paper Mill, Neospace, Melbourne 
2015  Black Ships, Stills Gallery, Sydney 
2013  Island of the Colourblind, Breenspace, Sydney 
2012  Australian Gothic, Edmund Pearce Gallery, Melbourne  
2011  Afterlife, Ballarat International Foto Biennale, Victoria 
2009  A Hopeless Taste of Eternity, Pigment Gallery, Melbourne 
 
 
Selected Group Exhibitions 
2019    Now You See Me: Visualising the Surveillance State, PhotoAccess Gallery, Canberra 
2018 Unconscious Places: Photography and History, Grace Cossington Smith Gallery, New South Wales 
2018 National Works on Paper Prize, Mornington Peninsula Regional Gallery, Victoria 
2018 The Art of Collecting, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne 
2018 Nostalgia: it’s not what it used to be, Hawksbury Regional Gallery, New South Wales 
2017  Melbourne Festival - An Unorthodox Flow of Images, Centre for Contemporary Photography, 

Melbourne 
2017  Icons of Yarra, City of Yarra Council, Melbourne 
2017  Festival of Photography, National Gallery of Victoria, Melbourne 
2017  Curtain Call, Stills Gallery, Sydney, 
2016  The Art and Industry Festival and Billboard, The Substation, Newport 
2016  Basil Sellers Art Prize, Ian Potter Museum of Art, Melbourne 
2016  CCP’s 30th Anniversary Fundraiser, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne  
2015  Toyota Altona 2015, A Photographic Essay, Toyota Headquarters and Factory 
2015  Feast, Stills Gallery, Sydney 
2014  The Sievers Project, Melbourne Art Fair 
2014  The Sievers Project, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne,  
2014  Khem, Strange Neighbour Gallery, Melbourne 
2013  Melbourne Now, National Gallery of Victoria 
2013  Not Before Time, BREENSPACE, Sydney 
2013  Obscura International Photography Festival, Georgetown, Penang, Malaysia 
2012  CCP Declares: On the Nature of Things, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne 
2011  The Rest is Silence, Death Be Kind Gallery, Melbourne 
2011  The Small Art Show, Carbon Black, Melbourne 
2011  New Photo, Subject Matter Art Space, Melbourne 
2010  Monumental Effect, Death Be Kind Gallery, Melbourne  
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Awards and Commissions 
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National Gallery of Victoria 
Art Gallery of New South Wales 
Ian Potter Museum of Art, University of Melbourne 
Horsham Regional Art Gallery 
 
 
Education 
 
Bachelor of Arts, University of Melbourne 
 
 
Quotes 
 
‘Brown was one of eight artists I curated into the group exhibition CCP Declares: On the Nature of Things, 
held at the Centre for Contemporary Photography. This was a declarative exhibition highlighting bodies of 
work by artists I considered to be key practitioners in contemporary photography and video practice in 
Australia today. Hand printed with exceptional skill in her own darkroom, her generally small-scaled, gelatin 
silver photographs include diverse subjects taken in Australia and abroad. Whilst Brown is technically adept, 
she is also conceptually rigorous and brings an eccentric and elegiac eye to her subjects. Her work engages 
with the history of photography, the melancholy of experience, the emotional resonance of place, 
photographic narrative as well as literary influences, particularly the work of W.G. Sebald. Brown has been 
consistently building these interests over the past few years and will, I believe, go from strength to strength. 
She is also adventurous – The Sievers Project saw her accessing sensitive mining sites at Broken Hill and 
a former paper mill in Melbourne, experimenting with scale and toning.’ (Dr Kyla McFarlane – Curator, 
Australian Art, Queensland Art Gallery and Gallery of Modern Art, Brisbane – Art Collector Magazine, 
2015) 
S 
‘Small and gloriously hand-printed, Jane Brown’s work champions the craft values of analogue photography 
coupled with her incisive and enquiring eye. She finds the poetic within contemporary, retro and historic 
sites rendering light, architecture and time with beauty and miraculous attention to the qualities of black 
and white photography’. (Naomi Cass, Director, Centre for Contemporary Photography, Melbourne  - 
The Guardian Newspaper, July 2016) 
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